1 0 REASONS TO SUPPORT

10.

OF SOUTH
MISSISSIPPI

UNITED WA

It's good for you and our community! Recent studies show that philanthropy has health benefits,
including releasing endorphins that improve your mood. “Giving, Advocating or Volunteering”

is rewarding and inspires others to do the same. We all can play a role in improving lives in our
community.

Your donation is safe! Donations to United Way are secure and your personal information will
remain confidential. We also insure that your money is being invested wisely in our community to
address the most pressing needs in the areas of education, health and financial security.

The need is enormous! With a single donation to United Way, you can help numerous people. With
our many partners, initiatives and funded programs and services, United Way’s reach goes deep into
our community.

Your money stays local! United Way focuses on the most important human care issues in our
community in the areas of education, health and financial security. Your support helps build a better
place for all of us to live, work and raise our families.

United Way is a trusted organization! United Way is the world'’s largest privately-funded non-profit
organization. We have been our community’s health and human service leader for over 25 years and
remain a GuideStar Platinum Seal of Transparency certified organization.

There's strength in numbers. When your donation is combined with others in our community, the
impact is greater. Thanks to the many employees at local organizations, United Way was able to
grant $650K in Community Impact Grants and $268K in COVID-19 response. Sharing even an hour’s
pay each month can make a big difference in someone’s life. Dollars add up to improve lives!

Your gift delivers results! United Way supported service and program provides measurable and
lasting results to ensure that your contributions make the greatest impact possible. United Way
publishes an annual impact report each year to keep community members well informed.

It takes the guesswork out of knowing where the largest need is! With a deep network of
relationships with government, community and business leaders, health and human service experts,
volunteers and donors, United Way is uniquely positioned to provide the leadership and resources to
address the largest needs and get things done to ultimately improve lives.

It's easy and convenient. Giving to United Way through payroll deduction is extremely convenient
and affordable and is much easier than writing a check monthly or quarterly. Also, contributing
through United Way ensures that your support will go to legitimate 501(c)(3) organizations. These
charitable organizations are recognized by the IRS as eligible for donors to deduct their contributions
on their annual tax filings.

It helps our children! United Way holds an annual Fill the Bus school supply drive that, in 2019, gave
25K school supplies to local school districts; we are the local affiliate for Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library; in 2020, we collected 14K diapers through the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Action Diaper
Drive; we currently have nine PreK4Ward classrooms in the Gulfport and Harrison County School
Districts that serves 180 students.




